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“America needs to know that many faith leaders and theolo-
gians from diverse religious traditions strongly believe that all
people have a God-given right to lead lives which fully express
love,mutuality and commitment—including the right to marry.”

-Reverend Debra W. Haffner
Director of the Religious Institute

You can download the complete “Open Letter” at
www.religiousinstitute.org.
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TThhee bbeeggiinnnniinngg ooff tthhee DDeeccllaarraattiioonn ooff IInnddeeppeennddeennccee ssaayyss,, AAllll
mmeenn aarree ccrreeaatteedd eeqquuaall.. II ttaakkee tthhoossee wwoorrddss lliitteerraallllyy.. TThheerree ss

nnoo ‘‘uunnlleessss yyoouu’’rree ggaayy..’’

--RRoonn RReeaaggaann

AAss MMaannkkiinndd bbeeccoommeess mmoorree lliibbeerraall,, tthheeyy wwiillll bbee mmoorree aapptt ttoo
aallllooww tthhaatt aallll tthhoossee wwhhoo ccoonndduucctt tthheemmsseellvveess aass wwoorrtthhyy

mmeemmbbeerrss ooff tthhee ccoommmmuunniittyy aarree eeqquuaallllyy eennttiittlleedd ttoo tthhee pprroo--
tteeccttiioonnss ooff cciivviill ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt.. II hhooppee eevveerr ttoo sseeee AAmmeerriiccaa

aammoonngg tthhee ffoorreemmoosstt nnaattiioonnss ooff jjuussttiiccee aanndd lliibbeerraalliittyy.. 

--GGeeoorrggee WWaasshhiinnggttoonn
((11779900))

RELIGIOUS ENDORSEMENT OF THE FREEDOM TO MARRY

“An Open Letter to Religious Leaders on Marriage Equality” was
developed at a colloquium of theologians sponsored by the Religious
Institute, an ecumenical, interfaith organization dedicated to advocating
for sexual health, education, and justice in faith communities and socie-
ty, and funded by Freedom to Marry.

Endorsements are only accepted from ordained clergy, professional religious
educators, theologians, and staff of religious institutions. Not clergy?  You
can still help! Sign our Marriage Resolution on the other side of this
card and send it in today!

Yes, please list me as endorsing An Open Letter to
Religious Leaders on Marriage Equality.* (Please fill out all fields.)

Name:

Title:
Rabbi Rev. Rev. Dr. Rt. Rev. Father Sister__ Dr.__

Organization:

Degree: Denomination:

E-mail Address:

Street Address:

City: State:

Zip:______Phone: Fax:

* By agreeing to endorse the statement, I understand that I am agree-
ing to my name being used with this statement in public releases,
press materials, brochures, advertisements, and other public formats.

PLEASE DETACH AT FOLD
AND FAX OR MAIL IT IN

TODAY!

Freedom to Marry 
116  West 23rd Street, Suite 500

New York, NY 10011
Tel: 212-851-8418
Fax: 646-375-2069

           



he Constitution of the United
States is a treasured safeguard
for every person’s basic freedom
and for our nation’s unity.
Generations of Americans have
fought for and respected this
charter of freedom. Since the
adoption of the Bill of Rights in
1791, the Constitution has only

been amended seventeen
times — never to take
away rights or equality
from any group of
Americans.

Now, under fierce pres-
sure from right-wing
groups hostile to gay peo-
ple and opposed to the
separation of church and
state, some politicians are
flirting with a proposed
anti-gay amendment that
would cement discrimina-
tion into the Constitution.
The current version circu-
lating in Congress, and not
repudiated by the White
House, reads: “Marriage in
the United States shall
consist only of the union
of a man and a woman.
Neither this Constitution,
nor the constitution of
any State shall be con-
strued to require that
marriage or the legal inci-

dents thereof be conferred upon any union
other than the union of a man and a woman.”

This sweeping anti-gay amendment is intended to do
two things:

1. intrude the federal government into
the regulation of marriage to prevent all states
and all future generations from providing mar-
riage equality to committed same-sex couples,
no matter what, and 

2. prevent state and local govern-
ments, as well as the federal government and in
many cases private employers, from providing
any other measure of protection (“the legal incidentsÓ of mar-
riage) to gay people and their families as well as other unmar-
ried Americans and their children.

There is nothing conservative about this effort to write anti-gay
discrimination into the Constitution. For that reason, many
conservative voices have spoken out against this political abuse
of the Constitution, including Vice-President Dick Cheney,
Senators Chuck Hagel and Jon Ensign, columnist George Will,
and even former Congressman Bob Barr (author of the 1996
federal law discriminating against gay people’s marriages).

Our nation’s founders wisely made it very difficult to amend
the Constitution. Amendments require approval of two-thirds
of the Senate and House and three-quarters of the state legis-
latures. But right-wing groups are mobilizing millions of dollars
in this election-year to stampede politicians around the country
and intimidate judges.They recklessly attack courts for follow-
ing the law and upholding constitutional protections for all
Americans.

What’s all this talk about
amending the Constitution?
By EVAN WOLFSON
Freedom to Marry

T

Our opponents know
that amending the
federal constitution is
very difficult.
Meanwhile they have
embarked on a politi-
cally motivated cam-
paign to lock discrim-
ination into state
constitutions, depriv-
ing people of the
opportunity to
change the law to
treat families fairly

over time. Because they fear they are losing the discussion
about the cruelty and unfairness of marriage discrimination,
and not trusting the next generation, they are trying to
stampede voters into hasty decisions now. In many states,
simply by gathering enough signatures to put equal rights
up for a referendum vote, the constitution can be altered.
Even when buyerÕs remorse ultimately sets in, undoing
amendments to a stateÕs constitution takes time.

Discrimination has no place in government, in marriage or
in the Constitution. Politicians who play with fire near our
nation’s most precious document are the greatest threat
to American families and values. All Americans, gay and
non-gay, deserve respect and support for their families and
basic freedoms. Government should not be putting obsta-
cles in the path of people seeking to care for their loved
ones. And candidates, presidential or otherwise, should be
uniting the American people, not dividing us, at a time of
challenge for freedom in the world.

PLEASE DETACH AT FOLD
AND FAX OR MAIL IT IN

TODAY!

Freedom to Marry 
116  West 23rd Street, Suite 500

New York, NY 10011
Tel: 212-851-8418
Fax: 646-375-2069

THE MARRIAGE RESOLUTION

Because marriage is a basic human right and an individual choice,
RESOLVED, the State should not interfere with same-sex couples who
choose to marry and share fully and equally in the rights, responsibili-
ties and commitment of legal marriage.

I / We endorse the marriage resolution. Please feel free
to include me/us as a voice in educating the public:

Signature*:

Name:

(please print legibly)

Title: Mr. Ms. Miss. Dr. Mrs.___ 

Organization (if any):

Address:

Apt/Suite:

City: State:_______

Zip: Phone: Fax:

E-mail Address:

May we add your name and contact information to the
Freedom to Marry mailing list?  Yes No

* By agreeing to endorse the statement, I understand that I am agree-
ing to my name being used with this statement in public releases,
press materials, brochures, advertisements, and other public formats.


